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throughout. Many birds, generally males, have white
necks and sometimes white heads too. In summer the
male has a ruff of long plumes. The bill is black,
orange or salmon at the root or almost altogether in some
old birds, the feet orange or salmon in old birds, olive-
green or grey in young ones. The male is a foot long,
with a wing over seven inches, the shank nearly two, and
the bill one-and-a-half; the Reeve is only ten inches
long, with a six-inch wing ; she stands a head shorter than
the male. The plain brown tail will distinguish both
sexes from other Sandpipers of similar size. The Buff
and Reeve are some of the most interesting small waders :
the males are much fewer than the females, and fight
much for the possession of these in the breeding season,
being polygamous. The ruff of plumes they have at this
time varies much in colour, showing all manner of
combinations of black and white, black and chestnut, etc.
The back varies to correspond, and birds showing this
may be found even in India. Birds with white necks have
white ruffs in the breeding-season, and look very handsome.
The Reeves become much darker at this time, but do not
vary like the Ruffs.

This species breeds all along Europe and Asia, but does
not go very far north ; in winter it goes south, but not
much east of India, being usually rare in Burma and
Southern India. In Northern India it is common. It is
largely a grain-eater, gregarious in its habits, although
so quarrelsome, and is nearly as good to eat as a Snipe.